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WELCOME TO THE COLORADO LIFE 
SCIENCES INNOVATION FORUM

Jennifer Jones Paton
President & CEO
Colorado BioScience Association

Dear Colorado Life Sciences Community,

Welcome to the Colorado Life Sciences Innovation 
Forum and Trade Show! The Colorado BioScience 
Association board and team warmly welcome you to 
the largest gathering of our life sciences community.

Our ecosystem embraces new opportunities. We are 
pleased to bring you this event and trade show in an 
all-new virtual format. As we reimagined this event, 
we took inspiration from our members and the 
pivots you have made to continue your life-saving 
work during this pandemic. Many of you took action 
and joined the global fight against COVID-19.

We are excited to bring to you two virtual half day 
sessions with new opportunities to learn, network, 
and engage with the life sciences community. During 
the forum you will hear from a dynamic lineup of 
speakers and panelists including:
• The Governor of Colorado, Jared Polis
• Colorado’s leadership response to COVID-19
• New ecosystem companies discuss why they chose     
  Colorado

Colorado Bioscience Association (CBSA) 
creates co-opportunity for the Colorado life
sciences community. 
 
We champion a collaborative life scienes
ecosystem and advocate for a supportive 
business climate. From concept to 
commercialization, our member companies 
and organizations drive global health
innovations, products and services that
improve and save lives.

The association leads Capital and Growth,
Education and Networking, Policy and
Advocacy, and Workforce Cultivation to make 
our members stronger, together.

Learn more: cobioscience.com

Jennifer Jones Paton
President & CEO

Emily Roberts
Vice President

Tracey Nilson
Director of Partnerships

Natalie Allen
Event Coordinator

Meg John
Vice President
Colorado BioScience Institute

Steve Ambriz
Administrative Services
Director

• An outlook on Colorado’s economy and recovery
• Global leaders of BIO and Terumo Blood and Cell         
  Technologies
• Industry leaders discuss their company’s priorities     
  and efforts on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
• Pitches from three innovative Colorado life sciences  
  companies
• Dedicated networking

A special thank you to our sponsors, exhibitors, and 
attendees. Please take time to visit the exhibit hall 
and connect with other members of our community 
during dedicated networking time or after the event. 
The virtual conferencing platform will be available for 
meetings and conversations through the end of
October.

Stronger Together,

#COLifeSciencesInno

https://cobioscience.com/


DAY ONE: September 30, 2020

8:30 a.m. Welcome to the Colorado Life
Sciences Innovation Forum

Jennifer Jones Paton
President & CEO
Colorado BioScience Association

12:15 p.m. Closing Remarks Jennifer Jones Paton
President & CEO
Colorado BioScience Association

#COLifeSciencesInno
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Joanne Duncan, President, Membership &
Business Operations Division, Biotechnology
Innovation Organization (BIO)
Melissa Gonzales, Ph.D., Inclusion Principal,
External Partnering, Chief Diversity Office,
Genentech
Joe Guiles, Ph.D., Head of Development, Agilent
Technologies
Telaireus “T.K.” Herrin, Psy.D., Vice President,
Inclusion and Diversity Programs, Medtronic
Moderated by: Christine M. Quintana, Partner,
Assurance Services, EY

Remarks from Metro Denver EDC

State of Colorado Economic Outlook

Sam Bailey, Vice President of Economic
Development, Metro Denver Economic
Development Corporation

Patty Silverstein, President & Chief Economist,
Development Research Partners

10:45-11:15 a.m.

9:05-10:15 a.m. Driving Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion in Life Sciences

Current initiatives and next steps for
developing a diverse and inclusive talent
pipeline and life sciences workforce.

Sally Dyer, Vice President, Novartis Gene Therapies
Scott Holbrook, VP PET and Precision Medicine,
PharmaLogic
Chad Ray, Director of Global Therapeutics Research,
Zoetis
Peter Vilby, Global Senior Vice President, AGC
Biologics
Moderated by: April Giles, Vice President of Business
Development, Fitzsimons Innovation Community

11:15-12:15 p.m. Panel Discussion: Colorado's
Competitive Advantage

SPONSOR

Meet some of the newest members of
Colorado’s life sciences ecosystem. Learn
about the partnership opportunities,
commitment to collaboration, and talented
workforce that attracted them to our state.

Exhibit halls open during the duration of the conference and for 30 days following.
Please visit our supporting exhibitors in between sessions or after the event!

Leading Boldly: The Future of Science
and Innovation

8:35-9:05 a.m. Dr. Michelle McMurry-Heath
President & CEO
Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO)

10:15-10:45 a.m. BREAK + Exhibitor Networking
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Steve Lester, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Mayo
Ventures
Chern-Hooi Lim, Ph.D., Founder & CEO, New Iridium
Noelle Tuss, Director, Government Contracts, Long
Capture & Contract Management
Katie Woslager, Senior Manager, Advanced
Industries, Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade
Moderated by: Elyse Blazevich, Co-Founder, COO, CFO,
Securisyn Medical

Terry Dagnon, The Dagnon Group LLC
David Giarracco, Angel Investor
Timothy Mills, Ph.D., Sanderling Ventures  
Janis Naeve, Managing Director, Amgen Ventures

Investor Panelists:Innovation Showcase Pitches4:00-4:45 p.m.

Ceria Therapeutics
Summit Biolabs
Validus Therapeutics

Presenting Companies:  

SPONSOR

DAY TWO: October 1, 2020

Josh Disbrow, Chairman and CEO, Aytu BioScience
Alan Rudolph, Ph.D., M.B.A, Vice President for
Research, Colorado State University 
Roy Smythe, M.D., CEO, SomaLogic 
Moderated by: Kiki Traylor, M.D., Director, State
Government Affairs, Amgen

Panel Discussion: Leading through
COVID-19

1:15-2:15 p.m.

SPONSOR

Leaders within Colorado’s life sciences
ecosystem see our passionate response,
rigorous curiosity, and commitment to
collaboration as fueling future innovation.

#COLifeSciencesInno
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Welcome to Day Two of the Colorado
Life Sciences Innovation Forum

Welcome Remarks from the Colorado
Governor

Jennifer Jones Paton
President & CEO
Colorado BioScience Association

The Honorable Jared Polis
Governor of Colorado

1:00-1:15 p.m.

5:00-6:00 p.m. Closing Networking Recpetion SPONSORS

3:00-4:00 p.m. Panel Discussion: Public Private
Partnerships to Scale Innovation
A panel of leaders and funding partners will
discuss the formation and partnerships that
have made the companies Stronger Together.

2:15-2:45 p.m. Global Leader Fireside Chat Antoinette Gawin
President & CEO
Terumo Blood and Cell TechnologiesSPONSOR

2:45-3:00 p.m. BREAK + Exhibitor Networking

Exhibit halls open during the duration of the conference and for 30 days following.
Please visit our supporting exhibitors in between sessions or after the event!

SPONSOR

Innovation Showcase winner announced
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THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS

azzur.com 
Visit the booth to win: 

Apple AirPods 
Azzur T-Shirt

#COLifeSciencesInno

fitzsimonsinnovation.com

bio.orgamericanlaboratorytrading.com

fishersci.comcom

csuventures.orgcrbgroup.comcobioscience.com

brex.comboulderiq.combichselgroup.com

ellab.com

Visit the booth to win: 
BMMG Yeti Mug
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THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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S M A R T  D E S I G N     C R E AT I V E  S OL U T I O N S

wmkagency.com

sheridanross.com

pall.com

richtr.io

padtinc.com

infinitylaboratories.comflexbiosys.com innosphereventures.org

longcapture.com

qmsram.com

goteamtbg.com

Visit the booth to win: 
Apple Air Pod Pros

Visit the booth to win: 
$50 Amazon Gift Card

COVID-19 T-Shirt

thomassci.com
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BIOSCIENCE COLORADO MAGAZINE: 
STRONGER TOGETHER

We are pleased to highlight the global impact of our life 

sciences ecosystem in the 2020-2021 BioScience Colorado 

Magazine. This year’s theme demonstrates how innovations 

from our state save and change lives around the world. 

It’s an honor to launch our annual magazine as part of this 

year’s Colorado Life Sciences Innovation Forum.

The annual magazine highlights the breadth of health 

innovation underway in Colorado, from concept to 

commercialization. It also provides data and information on 

the economic impact of life sciences on Colorado’s economy, 

regulatory milestones and clinical assets, and grants and 

financings. The magazine includes a full directory of life 

sciences companies, organizations, academic and research 

institutions, ecosystem partners, and service providers.

Many of our members display it in their lobbies or offices, 

share it at trade shows, and include it in pitch packets for 

prospective investors. It’s also a helpful tool for networking 

and partnership development. The magazine also includes 

more information on some of the topics covered at the 

Colorado Life Sciences Innovation Forum, including Colorado’s 

leadership during COVID-19 and profiles of new CBSA 

members that chose Colorado.

We hope the magazine gives you a perspective of our 

life sciences community and serves as a useful tool. 

You will find a digital version of the magazine on the 

CBSA website. If you need additional copies of the 

magazine, please contact the CBSA team.

#COLifeSciencesInno

https://www.instantflipbook.com/flipbooks/026d439c14/?page=1


COLORADO BIOSCIENCE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bob Reddy (Board Chair)
Vice President, Global Marketing, 
Medical Education and Training 
Medtronic Enabling Technologies

Kathleen (Kiki) Traylor, M.D. (Board 
Vice-Chair) 
Director, State Government Affairs 
Amgen

Scott Larson (Board Past Chair) 
Senior Vice President, Legal and 
General Counsel 
Terumo Blood and Cell 
Technologies

Larry Blankenship 
Director 
Blankenship Research

Elyse Blazevich 
Co-Founder/Chief Operating Officer/
Chief Financial Officer 
Securisyn Medical

Jim Cloar 
President 
Zimmer Biomet Spine

Bobbi Coffin 
Chief Growth Officer 
Biodesix

Gary Connell 
Co-President, Shareholder 
Sheridan Ross

Terry Dagnon 
Chief Operating Officer, Outlook 
Therapeutics 
President, The Dagnon Group LLC

Gino DiSciullo, Ph.D. 
CEO 
Prevacept Infection Control/Charter 
Life Sciences

Sally Dyer 
Vice President Operations, GTxCO 
Novartis Gene Therapies

Bruce Eaton, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President of Chemistry 
Editas Medicine

Brent Fassett 
Partner 
Cooley, LLP

April Giles 
Vice President, Business 
Development Fitzsimons Innovation 
Community

Joseph Guiles, Ph.D. 
Head of Development, Nucleic Acid 
Solutions Division 
Agilent Technologies, Inc.

Byron Hewett 
Founder and CEO 
Brava Diagnostics, Inc.

Charlie Kang 
Consultant 
Flatirons Bio-Consulting

Mark Lupa, Ph.D. 
Senior Advisor 
Venture Partners at CU Boulder

Ethan Mann, Ph.D., M.B.A. 
CEO 
Validus Cellular Therapeutics, Inc.

Bryn Rees 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Research 
& Innovation 
Managing Director, Venture Partners 
at CU Boulder

Alan Rudolph, Ph.D., M.B.A. 
Vice President, Research 
Colorado State University 

Andy Sklawer 
Co-Founder and Chief Operating 
Officer 
Brickell Bio

Fintan Steele, Ph.D. 
Chief Corporate Communications 
and Culture Officer 
SomaLogic

Will Vaughan, Ph.D. 
Director, Technology Transfer 
Colorado School of Mines

Steve Warnecke 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer 
Evolutionary Genomics

Michael Weiner 
Partner 
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP

Dustin Whistler 
Principal 
Forte Commercial Real Estate

Jim Wilson 
Partner 
Ernst & Young

Dan Wittenberg 
Partner 
Snell & Wilmer, LLP

Shelley Zelin 
A Xcellent HR Solution 
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