
FOCUS

Thanks to everyone who joined us for our Fifteenth Annual Awards dinner. It 
was truly an honor to host so many exceptional professionals, each committed 
to supporting the life science industry in Colorado.

We’d like to recognize the winners one more time.

Company of the Year: miRagen
Rising Star of the Year: Inscripta
Lifetime Achievement Award: 

Ran Bellows and Bob Collins
Colorado Bioscience Institute 
Leadership Award: Stanley Lapidus
Educator of the Year: Shanna Atzmiller
Chairman’s Award: Colorado’s 

Office of Economic Development 
and International Trade (OEDIT)

Business Partner of the Year: 
Metro Denver Economic 
Development Corporation

You’ll find a complete report of the 
awards on our website.

Also at the event we announced the promotion 
of Jennifer Jones Paton to president and chief executive officer. Jennifer joined 
the association in 2016 as vice president; responsible for partnerships, policy 
and advocacy, and communications. Jennifer will build on our successes and 
bring new ideas to ignite our sector’s future growth. The full CBSA team looks 
forward to continuing to work closely with you into the new year and beyond. 
Together we’ll make Colorado a great place to do business and ultimately help 
the patients we serve live longer, healthier lives.

As we look forward to the winter holiday season, we’d like to remind everyone 
that Colorado Gives Day is this Tuesday, December 4. The Colorado 
Bioscience Institute is once again working with the Community First Foundation 
and 1st Bank on this meaningful giving event. Every donation will go directly to 
support The Institute, and will receive proportional funding from the Colorado 
Gives Incentive fund.

Thank you in advance for your gift. Your contribution will help us continue 
our work in education, workforce development, executive training, career 
advancement, and providing resources to those at every level of the 
bioscience industry.

As we close out the year, you still have the opportunity to join us at two 
upcoming events, check out our online calendar for more information.

We hope everyone enjoys a wonderful holiday season and we look forward to 
working with you in the New Year. 
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CBSA Board Chair and Terumo BCT 
Senior VP Scott Larson congratulates 
COBE founder Ran Bellows on his 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

https://www.cobioscience.com/news-1/colorado-bioscience-association-ignites-the-future-at-fifteenth-annual-awards-dinner
https://www.cobioinstitute.org/
https://www.cobioinstitute.org/
https://www.coloradogives.org/index.php?section=organizations&action=newDonation&fwID=37528&fbclid=IwAR1X35FSkTIHW5BmFy-LrrAOo5EYxut4C_KqLSJjSKaQxfRU5q7zxy0dpAw
https://www.cobioscience.com/Events/calendar


Governor Elect Jared Polis

policy update

This month was busy with the November Primary Elections at both the State and Federal levels.  
See below for a recap of election outcomes.

FEDERAL OFFICES
In the Senate, Republicans have retained their majority. The Republicans 
control 53 seats, the Democrats 45. In the House, Democrats will take the 
majority by 35 seats. Democrats control 235 seats and Republicans 200.

STATE OFFICES
Congressman Jared Polis (D) defeated State Treasurer Walker Stapleton (R) in 
the governor’s race.

The Democrats secured all statewide offices. Incumbent Secretary of State Wayne 
Williams (R) lost to Democrat Jena Griswold by a narrow margin. In the race for 
Attorney General, Phil Weiser (D) edged out Republican George Brauchler, and for 
State Treasurer, state Rep. Dave Young (D) won over Republican Brian Watson.

CO STATE LEGISLATURE
The Senate flipped from Republican to Democrat majority, leaving the GOP with 
a three-seat deficit in that chamber -- 19 Democrats to 16 Republicans. In the 
House, every Democrat that was running for re-election kept their seat and the 
Democrats were able to flip three seats formerly held by Republicans to their control, while 
Republicans were able to flip one seat that was previously held by a Democrat. The new margin 
in the House is 39 Democrats to 26 Republicans

State Leadership Elections
The Colorado General Assembly begins on January 4th and leadership elections took place this 
month, results are below.  CBSA looks forward to working with leadership on both sides of the 
aisle to advance bioscience innovation for patients in our State.
 
Notable House Seats
 Rep. KC Becker (D) of Boulder, was elected Speaker of the House
 Rep. Alec Garnett (D) of Denver was elected majority leader
 Rep. Chris Kennedy(D) of Jefferson County was elected assistant majority leader
 Rep. Edie Hooten(D) of Boulder County was elected Democrat caucus chair
 Rep. Patrick Neville (R) of Douglas County remains minority leader
 Rep. Kevin Van Winkle (R) of Highlands Ranch was elected assistant minority leader.
 Rep. Lori Saine (R) of Firestone was elected GOP caucus chair
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by Jennifer Jones, CBSA Vice President

mailto:jjones%40cobioscience.com?subject=


DEFEATED   PASSED

Prop 110   Amendments Y & Z
Prop 109
Amendment 73

policy update

Notable Senate Seats
 Sen. Chris Holbert (R) of Douglas County was elected Senate minority leader
 Sen. John Cooke(R) of Greeley was elected assistant minority leader
 Sen. Vicki Marble (R) of Fort Collins was elected GOP caucus chair
 Sen. Leroy Garcia (D) of Pueblo was elected president of a Colorado Senate
 Sen. Lois Court (D) of Arapahoe County was named president pro-tem
 Sen. Steve Fenberg (D) of Boulder County was elected majority leader
 Sen.-elect Faith Winter (D) of Westminster was elected caucus chair

BALLOT MEASURES

Measures Defeated
Proposition 110, which would have raised sales tax .62 percent creating an ongoing revenue 
source for transportation and infrastructure needs. This transportation initiative was defeated 
with about 40 percent support. CBSA supported Prop. 110.

Proposition 109, known as the “Fix Our Damn Roads” initiative, asked voters to dedicate 
funding that is already being collected by the state to transportation, to the tune of $350 million 
annually. This initiative was defeated with only 39 percent of people supporting it. CBSA 
opposed Prop. 109.

Amendment 73, which was a $1.6 billion tax increase for preschool-to-12 public education. 
This initiative was defeated with only 45 percent of people supporting it. CBSA opposed 
Amendment 73.

Measures Passed
Amendments Y & Z, Fair Maps Colorado was a congressional and legislative redistricting 
package. This initiative creates transparency and fair approach to redistricting that should 
result in competitive seats throughout our state. Both of these initiatives passed. CBSA 
supported Amendments Y & Z.

For more information on the above ballot initiatives and CBSA’s positions click here. For full 
election results click here. 

Thank you to Colorado Legislative Services for your work monitoring, reporting and tracking the 
local elections.
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https://cobioscience.worldsecuresystems.com/advocacy/2018/PropsFW.pdf
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/electionInfo.html


CBSA President & CEO Jennifer Jones Paton, Senator Michael Bennet, Eileen Doherty with the Colorado 
Gerontological Society, and Sara Froelich of We Work for Health Colorado

Eileen Doherty with the Colorado Gerontological Society, CBSA President & CEO Jennifer Jones Paton, 
and Senator Cory Gardner. 

policy update

FEDERAL

This month CBSA President and CEO Jennifer Jones Paton traveled to Washington, DC for 
the We Work for Health Fly-In.  The team met with members of the Colorado Delegation talking 
about Medicare Part D and B.  

Medicare Part D
Medicare Part D is the government program that provides seniors and people with disabilities 
with access to affordable prescription drug coverage. We talked the Federal Delegation about 
the harmful policy changes risk destabilizing the Medicare Part D program and jeopardizing ac-
cess for seniors. Two areas of focus included addressing the donut hole looking at patient out of 
pocket costs and the “medicare cliff”.  CBSA advocates that this fundamental change to the pro-
gram was made with very little Congressional input and threatens the program’s market-based 
structure. Congress should reinstate some of the plan liability in the coverage gap to ensure that 
Part D remains a successful program for seniors.

To learn more about CBSA’s concerns and the Part D program click here. 
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https://www.weworkforhealth.org/content/medicare-part-d


CBSA President & CEO Jennifer Jones 
Paton and Eileen Doherty with the Colorado 

Gerontological Society visiting Rep. Scott 
Tipton’s office.

policy update

Medicare Part B
Medicare Part B, commonly referred to as Medicare’s medical 
benefit, covers a wide range of health care services for seniors 
and people living with disabilities. Part B covers physician office 
visits, outpatient care, ambulance services, some medical devices 
and most medicines administered by a physician. Medicines 
covered by Part B include treatments for complex conditions 
like cancer, rheumatoid arthritis, autoimmune conditions and 
more. have been discussions about making major changes to 
the way that Medicare covers and reimburses Part B medicines.
 
We talked to the Delegation about recent proposals which include 
changes that could make it more difficult for community providers 
to care for patients in their office and imposing new restrictions 
that could make it more difficult for seniors to access the 
medicines they need, such as inserting a middleman between 
doctors and their patients. 

To learn more about Part B click here. 
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Also, this month Jennifer Jones Paton travelled to Austin, Texas to attend 
the BIO Coalition of State Bioscience Associations Annual Retreat.  This 
was a great opportunity to learn about best Association practices, 
promote public understanding, and to advocate for public policies that 
support the responsible development of the bioscience industry. We thank 
the BIO team for their hard work and support of the industry and the 
Colorado Bioscience Association. 

https://www.weworkforhealth.org/content/medicare-part-b


events &
new members
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CBSA & CBSI EVENTS

BioBreakfast
Navigating the Life Science Regulatory Pathway
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 8:00-10:30am
Hilton Garden Inn Boulder/Embassy Suites
2701 Canyon Blvd  Boulder, CO

Life Sciences: 
Accounting and Financial Reporting Update
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 8:00-11:00am
Ernst & Young LLP
370 17th Street, 34th Floor Denver, CO

4th Annual Life Science 
Industry Showcase
Thursday, February  21, 2019 3:00-6:00 pm
University of Colorado Denver 
Anschutz Medical Campus 
Krugman Conference Hall - Research Building 2
12700 E. 19th Avenue  Aurora, CO

Rocky Mountain Life Science 
Investor and Partnering Conference
Save the Date!
September 4-5, 2019 
Vail Marriot
715 W Lionshead Circle Vail, CO

CBSA STAFF

Jennifer Jones Paton  Tracey Nilson 
President & CEO  Director of Partnerships
jjones@cobioscience.com tnilson@cobioscience.com  

Steve Ambriz   Daniela Blagoeva
Director of   Events Coordinator
Administrative Services  dblagoeva@cobioscience.com
sambriz@cobioscience.com

Benn Stebleton   
Communications & Marketing Manager  
bstebleton@cobioscience.com

facebook.com/ColoradoBioScienceAssociation                twitter.com/cobioscience                           linkedin.com/company/536029/     

WELCOME OUR NEW 
NOVEMBER MEMBER

Kineo, Inc.

BioBreakfast
Navigating the Life
Science Regulatory 
Pathway

Wednesday, December 5, 2018
8:00-10:30 am
Hilton Garden Inn Boulder
Embassy Suites
2701 Canyon Blvd
Boulder, CO

Navigating FDA regulations and 
compliance can be challenging for early 
stage life science companies. This 
program will highlight top considerations 
and concepts that are vital to the R&D 
stages in your company.  

Full Information, Agenda, 
and Registration

https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/15th-annual-awards-dinner
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/biobreakfast-dec5
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/biobreakfast-dec5
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/accounting-and-financial-reporting
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/accounting-and-financial-reporting
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/4th-annual-life-science-industry-showcase
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/4th-annual-life-science-industry-showcase
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/4th-annual-life-science-industry-showcase
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/RMLIPC2019
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/RMLIPC2019
mailto:jjones%40cobioscience.com?subject=
mailto:tnilson%40cobioscience.com?subject=
mailto:dblagoeva%40cobioscience.com?subject=
mailto:sambriz%40cobioscience.com?subject=
mailto:bstebleton@cobioscience.com
http://facebook.com/ColoradoBioScienceAssociation
https://twitter.com/cobioscience?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/536029/
http://kineo.us/
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/biobreakfast-dec5
https://www.cobioscience.com/events-calendar/biobreakfast-dec5
https://www.cobioinstitute.org/

